This compilation of well written and thoroughly researched articles presents a comprehensive and current look at workplace violence. Several chapters focus on the epidemiology of violence at work, taking statistics from state and federal agencies. Some chapters also address the risk of violence in specific work groups. Other chapters focus on policies, laws, improving security, organizational factors, and violence prevention.
For nurses who are involved in programs dealing with workplace violence, this book will be helpful. Although statistics in some chapters on the epidemiology of workplace violence may seem to contradict each other, the variety of information available provides a rich source in one concise reference book.
Each chapter is filled with tables and graphs which supplement and enhance the text. As with most scientific reading, the material tends to be complex and must be studied for complete understanding. The index is complete, and the table of contents includes an abstract of each chapter.
There seem to be a disproportionate number of references to California workplace violence . While a California focus does not distract from the content of the book, this reviewer was often left wondering about the situations in other states. One very positive aspect of this book, however, is the inclusion of tools (in the form of checklists) for developing a workplace violence prevention program.
Eileen Lukes , RN, MS, COHN-S, CCM Phoenix, AZ
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International Programme on Chemical Safety (IPCS) Series, Environmental Health Criteria
by World Health Organization, Geneva, 1995 In 1973 the World Health Organization Environmental Health Criteria Programme was initiated with the following objectives:
I . To assess information on the relationship between exposure to environmental pollutants and human health, and to provide guidelines for setting exposure limits; 2. To identify new or potential pollutants;
3. To identify gaps in knowledge concerning the health effects of pollutants; 4. To promote the harmonization of toxicological and epidemiological methods in order to have internationally comparable results .
Since 1976, when the first monograph on mercury was published, additional monographs on chemicals have been published. The latest to be circulated to the scientific world are: Acetaldehyde #167, Methyl Bromide #166, Anticoagulant Rodenticides #175,and Cresols #168.
Each soft cover book has the same format. First is the background on why the monographs are being published. Next is a listing of the book's content, the chemical to be studied, and finally the procedures followed which result in the final document.
Once the preliminaries are over, an exhaustive study of the chemical is presented with only one chemical featured in each soft covered book . Each cover is bright red to alert the reader to hazardous chemical information.
The books , no matter the chemical featured, are comprehensive and invaluable as a resource should your work force have the potential for exposure to any of the chemicals featured. The material has been extensively researched and reviewed at each step of the way by experts in the chemical field. Nothing is left to chance. One's reaction to a book about the bloodborne pathogens standard may be skepticism. Most occupational and environmental health nurses are very familiar with this OSHA standard, and a hard cover book on the subject may seem like overkill. However, the book may be useful to nurses who want a handy and convenient bloodborne pathogens reference available . The book is also suitable for all nursing students and nurses new to the field of occupational and environmental health nursing . The information is presented clearly and is logically organized. In the preface, the author admits that the book is written with a bias toward hospital workers, but stresses that non-hospital workers (dentists, firefighters) would benefit from the information presented. In an effort to reach a wide audience, the author succeeds in using non-technical terminology, as well as realistic examples to which professionals can relate.
The chapters are short (some are less than six pages long) and provide only the basic information about OSHA, hepatitis B virus , human immunodeficiency virus, and the creation of the bloodborne pathogens standard. Several chapters go into depth, explaining the key paragraphs of the standard (scope/application, definitions, etc.), and include commonly asked questions with very clear answers. Many appendices are includ-
